
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
CHHS CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
Date:  January 26, 2012 
Place:   Room 4267 
Attendance: Helen Sharp (Chair)  Richard Long, Dennis Simpson, Donna Weinrich, Amy 

Curtis, Kelly Ackerson, Janet Hahn, Michele McGrady, Sharie Falan, Brad 
Gordon 

Guests:   Sue Wizorek 
Absent:  Jeanine Bartholomew 
 
Administrative Issues: 
 

1. The meeting began at 8:30 a.m. 
2. Agenda approved with addition of re-addressing CHHS 058-11, modification of course 

and CHHS 003-12.  (Hahn/Ackerson) 
3. Approval of Minutes from previous meeting with minor edit (Curtis /Ackerson) 

 
ACTION ITEMS:  

 

1. CHHS 001-12: NUR 3330, Health Informatics:  Proposal suggesting a change in course 
description, title, and prerequisites.  The course objectives were updated to reflect current 
and/or future opportunities and concerns of technology in the provision of health care 
service to people.  The prerequisites are now designated as prerequisites rather than 
recommendations.  The title and description were changed to reflect that this course is 
geared toward all students not just nursing students.  Moved (Simpson /Chase); Approved 
unanimously. 

2. CHHS 002-12 LHC3330:  New course:  Health Informatics.  Proposed course is created 
to give Lee Honors College students additional opportunities to meet their requirements 
for graduation.  There is a cap of 3 honor students per class.   Motion withdrawn based on 
committee advice to work with the LHC to create a registration mechanism (CRN for 
LHC) for this existing course. 

3. CHHS 003-12:  NUR OT 2250 to HSV2250 Change in prefix for pre-requisite course 
originally changed in 11/2010 CHHS 09-11.  Ackerson reported on some additional 
minor wording changes related to errors in the original document. These changes have 
been made and forwarded to the Registrar.   

4. CHHS 058 -11: NUR Change in catalogue description for admission criteria for the 
Professional Nursing Program (B.S.N.).  Previously approved, an error was located and 
the proposal was returned to the committee to approve minor changes.  Moved 
(Gordon/Curtis); Approved unanimously. 

 
  



Ongoing Charges: 

 

1. Discussion of CHHS Curriculum Committee Guidelines tabled.  Draft will be distributed 
for discussion at the February meeting. 

2. Discussion of inter-professional education in CHHS.   

a. Information point: the book-read is joint activity of the Curriculum Committee 
and the Committee on Diversity and Inclusion. The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks, is the book chosen for 2012 College of Health and Human Services book 
read [Spring semester] and the vision is to have a panel discussion about how 
HeLa has affected microbiology.  The book read will include a ‘kick off’ event in 
March, possibly Friday, March 16, 2012. 

b. There was also a discussion regarding developing activities to create opportunities 
for interaction between departments. Ideas included 

i. Create a calendar of integrated inter-professional opportunities to be made 
accessible to students.   

ii.  Grand Rounds could possibly be put into place before the end of the year.  
Continued interest in a discussion of interprofessional education. Case 
based sessions may be easier logistically to use a digital case and then 
students come together for panel discussion.   

iii.  Discussion of models for joint courses (e.g., statistics) that could share 
some lecture and use breakout by discipline.  

3. Discussion in follow up to campus-wide meeting related to student census, retention, 
budget considerations. Long reported the Provost’s statement that curriculum committees 
should be making sure that their curriculum is relevant, meets the student’s needs, and 
ensures success after graduation.  

Future Meetings 

For members of the CHHS Curriculum Committee who are rotating off the committee, suggest 
encouraging departments to identify replacements by March 1 so those incoming members could 
attend the March meeting. March agenda will include finalization of policies and procedures for 
the committee so the document can go to Dean Washington.  

Dennis Simpson will Chair the April meeting.  

Chase/Weinrich move to adjourn.  

 


