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Good Tidings, CFA Alumni and Friends!

Not only are we in a new year, we also have a brand new look to our newsletter. 
We bring you the latest developments on our programs to advance WMU’s 
strategic plan to be learner centered, discovery driven and globally engaged.

Did you know that grateful people are happier people? We are a happy lot, 
indeed, due to the generosity of alumni and donors. Thank you for your support.

I invite you to enjoy this news and wish you a happy and productive new year!

—Margaret Merrion, Dean

Learner Centered…
Discovery Driven… 
Globally enGaGeD
Two faculty members received the College of Fine Arts Dean’s Teaching Award 
and illustrate beautifully the meaning of WMU’s strategic focus as a learner-
centered institution. Along with President John Dunn and Provost Tim Greene, I 
had the pleasure of honoring Nichole Maury, Frostic School of Art, and 
David Montgomery, School of Music, for outstanding teaching.

Maury was nominated by a student who declared, “I believe the finest 
professor in the College of Fine Arts is Nichole Maury.” She added that she 
worked under Maury’s guidance for three and one-half years and wished she 
had more semesters of contact.

Maury teaches print making courses that involve technical skills and conceptual 
sophistication—two challenges for beginning art students.

In the selection process, I have the opportunity to observe each nominee teach. 
It was quickly apparent why Maury was highly valued by her students. She 
carefully prepares the studio to ensure equipment and materials are 
meticulously in order for student success. 

As her nominator gratefully noted, Nichole Maury cares about students’  
futures: preparing them for the  
rigors of the profession through 
international studio opportunities, 
printmaking conferences, and a 
faculty fellowship in Nicaragua with 
Professor Patricia Villalobos.

Dr. David Montgomery of the School 
of Music (who has been nominated 
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for the teaching award three times), 
works with teams of students, alumni 
and athletics fans who provide ample 
testimony as to the difference he 
makes as a teacher. Montgomery 
impacts the development of a wide 
range of students through his highly 
effective teaching. He oversees the 
direction of all sports bands, teaches 
conducting and prepares future 
music educators.

In addition to helping musicians learn 
music, Montgomery leads the 
Bronco Marching Band of which 75% 
of its members are majoring in 
subjects other than music. 
Montgomery is successful in helping 
students learn through high-energy 
rehearsals, esprit de corps, and a 
responsible work ethic woven into 
music making.

The graduate student who nominated 
Montgomery this year described the 
impact Montgomery had on his own 
teaching: contagious enthusiasm, 
carefully planned rehearsals, high 
expectations and clear standards  
of performance.

President John Dunn addressed the 
band students one day, saying, “At 
every game we have two teams on 
the field, and one of them ALWAYS 
wins. That’s the Bronco Marching 
Band!” It was a pleasure for 
President Dunn, Provost Greene and 
me to salute our learner-centered 
faculty.

Provost Tim Greene, David Montgomery, 
Dean Margaret Merrion, Nichole Maury 
and President John Dunn.



learner centereD…
disCovery driven…
Globally enGaGeD
Students in the College of Fine Arts are learning their professions directly 
alongside faculty who have received special fellowships during 2012 and 2013. 
With support from the Office of the Provost, Haenicke Institute for Global 
Initiatives, and differential tuition revenue, several faculty have invited their 
students to co-create and collaborate on research projects.

• Professor Patricia Villalobos and Associate Professor Nichole Maury 
recently returned from Nicaragua where ten printmaking students immersed 
themselves in Central American culture, working with 15 artists-in-residence 
to prepare an exhibition. During their time in Granada, they interacted with 
contemporaries and investigated materials and processes of indigenous art-
making. Unlike tourists, the students worked side-by-side with Nicaraguan 
artists to collaboratively present an exhibition appropriately titled, transversal 
dialogues. The WMU students had the honor of sharing 
the exhibition in the Frostic School of Art in December.

• Department of Dance faculty David Curwen 
and Sharon Garber invited eight ballet students to 
perform and teach, as they continued their research 
at Sichuan University in Chengdu, China. Students 
exchanged cultural practices, experienced different 
methods of teaching—-especially exploring the different 
relationships between professors and students in leading 
the creative process. Their creative quest superseded 
the need to know one another’s languages. They taught 
contemporary dances of the respective cultures and 
collaborated on original choreography.

• In the spring, the entire viola studio will travel to Russia 
with Professor Igor Fedotov. Eleven musicians will 
learn about the history, traditions and culture of Russian 
music and collaboratively prepare a documentary film 
with music students at the St. Petersburg Conservatory. 
They are being coached in some Russian language skills, 
eager to learn a new system of music education.

• More than a dozen theatre 
students are looking forward to 
working with Associate Professor 
Mark Liermann who will 
station the group in Chicago 
to rehearse and perform a full-
length original play. Liermann will 
direct the play and facilitate the 
students’ immersion in an urban 
professional setting. Together 
they will discover the process of 
developing new plays with all of 
the trials and tribulations that go 
into collaborating with a playwright 
and performing in a professional 
playhouse.

The operative word, you surely noted, 
is collaborative: faculty collaborating 
with students in artistic processes, 
WMU students collaborating with 
international colleagues, and experts 
collaborating with apprentices. These 
coveted fellowships present distinct 
learning opportunities to prepare our 
students for their professions. The 
fellowships offer inviting opportunities 
to be discovery driven in the College 
of Distinction.



Grateful
CFA Medici Society’s 
Greatest Honor
Did you know there is a society of 
philanthropists who meet once a year 
for a special learning experience? 
The society also honors one of its 
own for advancement of the College 
of Fine Arts. The CFA Medici Society 
celebrated its tenth anniversary 
experiencing Medici-era arts through 
drama, dance, music and graphic 
art all showcasing the college’s 
strengths.

The highlight of the meeting took 
place when Ken (MBA, 1970) 
and Julie Miller received the 
2012 Cosimo’s Cap award for their 
financial, strategic and political 
advancement of the College.

Ken Miller has served on the CFA 
Dean’s Executive Cabinet for several 
years, and serves as a member of 
the WMU Board of Trustees as well 
as a member of the WMU Foundation 
board.

Miller was recognized for his 
relentless advocacy for the arts at 
WMU. Together with his wife, Julie, 
they have sponsored all of the Medici 
Society meetings, some of which 
have taken place in the Union Cabaret 
and Grille—-our favorite jazz club in 
Michigan!

Like the Medici family who 
influenced the development of 
Renaissance culture, the Millers 
focus their philanthropy on the arts. 
The Medici Society was delighted 
to focus on them for their generous 
support.

Our generous donors make us 
grateful and happy.

Coveted New Gift for Faculty Development
Alumni often comment on the outstanding teachers they experienced at WMU, 
and they also take pride in the national and international reputations faculty 
maintain as artists and scholars. Through the generosity of new friends to 
the College of Fine Arts, an important avenue of support has been created to 
advance faculty development.

A.D. and Dulce Issa established a fund for music and dance faculty to pursue 
a significant project for professional advancement. Dr. A.D. Issa, professor 
emeritus of finance, well understands the need for faculty to grow in their area 
of expertise. The A & D Issa Music and Dance Faculty Award was given 
to Dr. Christopher Biggs, School of Music, to support a new composition 
and recording project, a dream come true for Dr. Biggs. His work will be 
premiered in concert on February 7, 2013.

Ken and Julie Miller with Dean Merrion

A.D. and Dulce Issa constructing Japanese stab-bound journals at the CFA Medici 
Society meeting (2011)



connecteD
Where in the World Are CFA Alumni? An impressive cadre of alumni 
professionals are at work across the United States and internationally. We want 
to stay globally engaged with you! Please let us know what you’re doing. We’d 
be happy to put you on our world map, www.wmich.edu/finearts/alumni. You 
can update using the link above or send an email to cfa-dean@wmich.edu.

DiD a faculty 
member 
make a 
Difference in 
your life?
Nominate outstanding faculty for the 
2013 CFA Dean’s Teaching Award. 
Please send your nominations to  
cfa-dean@wmich.edu by Feb. 4, 2013.

colleGe of fine arts
1903 W Michigan Ave 
Kalamazoo MI 49008-5421


