
College of Arts and Sciences
General Education Guide for Area III, The United States: Cultures and Issues

Course prefix & number:

Course Title:

Criteria Applicable to All Courses
1. Does the course further the goals of general education articulated in the General Education 
policy? (see p. 2)
2. Is the course a 500-level course? (500-level courses do not count towards general 
education.)
3. Is the grading and amount of work as rigorous in this course as it would be for majors in the 
program, yet keep it open for nonspecialists?
4. Does the syllabus detail course content, amount of student work, and grading procedures?
5. If the course has multiple sections, do all sections meet the standards of general education 
and are they comparable with one another?

6. Is the course a multiple topics course? If so, are the topics included?

8. Has the course been offered at least once every two years?
9. Is the course more than three credit hours? If so, has the department provided justification for 
the additional credit?

Criteria Specific to Area III
The United States has always been, and will continue to be, a nation of great cultural and human 
diversity, its citizens deriving from many different religious, racial, and social groups. As the 
United States, increasingly multicultural and aware of the claims and rights of its diverse 
citizenry, strives to include all groups fully into the national life, a multi-cultural perspective needs 
to be incorporated into a student’s general education. Courses that fulfill this requirement:

• Should address the subject within the larger context of United States history and 
culture;

• Should afford students the opportunity for informed reflection upon the cultural and 
human diversity of the United States. They should develop awareness of the national 
dimensions of cultural and human diversity and of critical social issues affecting 
component cultures of our society;

• May focus on one or more of the cultures that comprise our society, studying that 
culture (or those cultures) in ways that promote an understanding of the perspectives 
of the group or groups in the national context;

• May reflect upon issues that cut across constituencies, such as those stemming from 
age, class, disabilities, gender, race, or the dynamics of discrimination;

• May focus on a specific issue such as race relations or the psychology of difference; 
on a specific perspective such as that provided by women’s writing or the arts of a 
cultural group; or on distinctive features of one cultural tradition such as musical forms 
developed by Black/African-Americans or historic and contemporary institutions of 
Native American culture; and

• May focus on the ethical, legal, and institutional aspects of the fact of diversity in 
United States history and culture.

Comments:



Goals of General Education

A bachelor’s degree should signify that the individual to whom it is granted has had a broad and balanced education, as well as 
concentrated studies in at least one discipline or area of knowledge. It should also signify that the individual has acquired intellectual 
skills that are applicable across a wide range of endeavors, as well as those narrower skills appropriate to a specialization. Thus the 
University requires structured plans of study leading toward both a specialized and general education.

Specialized education—the primary objective of concentrated study in majors, minors, and curricula—normally restricts the scope of 
concern in order to ensure a detailed, specific competence in techniques and subject matter. It seeks to accomplish these ends through 
a program of study comprising a number of segments (courses) taught by specialists and planned to contribute to the whole; the 
intended result is a person with particular information and a set of skills and abilities usually shaped by specific job demands and 
descriptions. Often the goals of specialized education are determined or strongly influenced by external agencies, e.g., accrediting 
bodies or professional field demands, as much as by stated goals of the University.

General education, on the other hand, is concerned with the breadth and balance of learning, and with the versatility that comes with 
proficiency in intellectual skills that have universal application. General education should develop each student’s knowledge, capacity 
for expression and response, and critical insight to help the student become a capable, well-informed, and responsible citizen of a 
culturally diverse society in a complex world. To this end, the University’s general education program aims to improve the student’s 
competence in mathematics and language, both oral and written, and to foster the will and ability to think clearly, critically, 
reflectively, and with as much precision as the subject allows. While requiring a degree of proficiency from everyone, the University’s 
general education program enables a student to master foundational intellectual skills through a sequence of related courses.

General education also seeks to extend the undergraduate learning experience beyond particular academic or professional 
concentrations. It aims to acquaint the student with essential subject matter and methods of knowing in the arts and humanities, the 
social and behavioral sciences, mathematics, and the natural (including applied) sciences. Moreover, it aims to enable the student to 
use technology appropriately, and to understand the value of individual health, fitness, and well-being. These aims are based on the 
belief that such learning enriches human experience and fosters understanding of oneself, others, and the world.

Note:  The above statement is taken directly from the University General Education Policy
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