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Current Position 
 

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, Western Michigan University 
 
Education 
 

Ph.D.   University of California, Berkeley  Political Science, 1992 
M.A.   University of California, Berkeley  Political Science, 1984 
M.A.  The Johns Hopkins University  German Literature, 1983 
B.A.  The Johns Hopkins University   Political Science, 1983 

 
Publications 
 
Books 
 

Putting Choice Before Democracy: A Critique of Rational Choice Theory. (1996, SUNY Press). 
 
Articles 
 

“From Accommodation to Opposition: How Rockefeller Foundation Grants Redefined Relations 
between Political Theory and Social Science in the 1950s,” American Political Science Review 
100, no. 4 (2006).  

 
“A Local History of ‘the Political’,” Political Theory 32, no. 1 (2004). 

 
“The Reasonable and the Rational Capacities in Political Analysis,” Paul Clements, co-author. 
Politics and Society 30, no. 1 (2002).  

 
“Can Less Be More?  Leftist Deliberative Democrats’ Critique of Participatory Democracy” Polity 
33, no. 3 (2001). 

 
“Deliberation = Legitimacy = Democracy” Political Theory 27, no. 6 (1999). 

 
“If Deliberative Democracy is the Solution, What is the Problem?” Papers published by the Center 
for the Study of Ethics in Society, Western Michigan University, (1999). 

 
Book Chapters 
 

“Defining ‘Theory’ in Postwar Political Science,” in George Steinmetz, ed., The Politics of Method 
in the Human Sciences: Positivism and its Epistemological Others.  (Duke University Press, 
2005). 

 
 Research Reports 
 

Report to the Rockefeller Foundation on archival research conducted in May 2005 at the 
Rockefeller Archive Center (http://archive.rockefeller.edu) 
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Encyclopedia Entries 
 
Biographical entry for “Lawrence Kohlberg,” The Scribner Encyclopedia of American Lives (1999, 
Charles Scribner's Sons Reference Books). 

 
Entry for “social contract,” The Encyclopedia of Contemporary Social Issues (1997, Salem 
 Press). 

 
Work in Progress 
 

Political Theory and Political Science in the Post-War Research University  
Book manuscript 

 
Book Reviews 
 

Chantal Mouffe, On the Political. Theory & Event (forthcoming).  
 

Jonathan Marks, Perfection and Disharmony in the Thought of Jean-Jacques Rousseau. 
Perspectives on Politics (forthcoming). 

 
John G. Gunnell, Imagining the American Polity: Political Science and the Discourse of 

 Democracy. Review of Politics 67, no. 2 (2005).   
 

Bruce Ackerman and James Fishkin, Deliberation Day; Ethan Leib, Deliberative Democracy in 
America: A Proposal for a Popular Branch of Government ; Henry Richardson, Democratic 
Autonomy: Public Reasoning about the Ends of Policy. Perspectives on Politics 2, no. 4 (2004). 

 
Seyla Benhabib, The Claims of Culture: Equality and Diversity in the Global Era.  
Perspectives on Politics 1, no. 3 (2003). 

 
Mary J. Dietz, Turning Operations: Feminism, Arendt and Politics. Constellations 10, no. 2 (2003). 

 
Owen Bradley, A Modern Maistre: The Social and Political Thought of Joseph de Maistre. 
Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences 39, no. 2 (2003). 

 
Jeff Spinner-Halev, Surviving Diversity. Journal of Politics 64, no. 2 (2002). 

 
Michael Halberstam, Totalitarianism and the Modern Conception of Politics.  Ethics 111, no. 4 
(2001). 
 
Joseph Bryant, Moral Codes and Social Structure in Ancient Greece.  Ethics 108, no. 2 (1998). 

 
Roger Boesche, Theories of Tyranny from Plato to Arendt. Ethics 107, no. 4 (1997). 

 
Joshua Mitchell, The Fragility of Freedom: Tocqueville on Religion, Democracy and the 

 American Future. Ethics 107, no. 2 (1997). 
 

Maria Tatar, Lustmord: Sexual Murder in Weimar Germany. Terrorism and Political Violence 9, no. 
1 (1997). 

 
Zev M. Trachtenberg, Making Citizens: Rousseau's Political Theory of Culture. American Political 
Science Review 89, no. 3 (1995).  
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Nancy J. Hirschmann, Rethinking Obligation: A Feminist Method for Political Theory.  
 Perspectives on Political Science 24, no. 2 (1995). 
 

Doyne Dawson, Cities of the Gods: Communist Utopias in Greek Thought. Ethics 105, no. 3 
(1995). 

 
Bernard Yack, The Problems of a Political Animal: Community, Justice, and Conflict in 

 Aristotelian Political Thought. Ethics 105, no. 2 (1995). 
 

T. K. Seung, Intuition and Construction: The Foundation of Normative Theory. Perspectives on 
Political Science 23, no. 3 (1994). 

 
Maxwell Taylor, The Fanatics: A Behavioral Approach to Political Violence. Terrorism and Political 
Violence 6, no. 1 (1994). 

 
Jane Hamilton-Merritt, Tragic Mountains: The Hmong, the Americans, and the Secret Wars for 
Laos, 1942-1992.  Terrorism and Political Violence 5, no. 3 (1993).  

 
 
Papers Presented 

 
“The Development of the Berkeley Critique of the Normative/Empirical Distinction”  

American Political Science Association Meeting, Philadelphia, PA., September 2006 
 

 
“The Reasonable Capacity and the Dialectics of Oppression” (Paul Clements, co-author) 

American Political Science Association Meeting, Boston, MA., August 2002 
 

“The Phenomenology of Principles and Interests” (Paul Clements, co-author) 
American Political Science Association Meeting, San Francisco, CA., September 2001 

 
“‘Our Highest Aim’: democracy and the public role of the political theorist” 

Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, IL., April 2001 
 

“‘No Third House’: Berkeley’s Reluctant School of Political Theory”. International Political Science 
Association Meeting, Quebec City, Quebec, August 2000 

 
“The Reasonable and the Rational Capacities in the Analysis of Revolutions” (Paul Clements, co-

author). International Society for Political Psychology Meeting, Seattle, WA., July 2000 
 

“The Reasonable and the Rational Capacities in Political Theory” (Paul Clements, 
co-author). Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, IL., April 1999 

 
Participant in “Roundtable on Kristen Monroe’s The Heart of Altruism”. American Political Science 

Association Meeting, Boston, MA., September 1998 
 
Participant in Roundtable, “The Idea of Institutions in the History of American Political Science” 

American Political Science Association Meeting, Washington, D.C., September 1997 
 

“From Participation to Deliberation: The Shifting Concerns of Contemporary Democratic Theory”, 
Paper presented at the Midwestern Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, April 
1997 
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“The Rational Choice Revision of Democratic Theory”. Paper presented at the Western Political 
Science Association Annual Meeting, Portland, March 1995  

 
“The Incomplete Case for Deliberation in Democratic Theory”. Paper presented at the American 

Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New York, September 1994 
 

“The Antipolitical Dimensions of Rational Choice Theory”. Paper submitted to the Vienna Dialogue 
on Democracy, Vienna, July 1994 

 
“Counterweights to Self-Interest in Adam Smith's Moral Theory and Rational Choice Theory”, 

Paper presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 
September 1992 

 
“A Stranger to this Place: Membership and Exclusion in the Ancient Polis”, Paper presented at the 

Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Seattle, March 1991 
 

“When Politics Make Choices Disappear:  Rational Choice Theory’s America and Marcel Ophuls’ 
France”. Paper presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 
Newport Beach, CA., March 1990 

 
“Alternative Conceptions of Choice: Selection by Lot in Ancient Athens”. Paper presented at the 

Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, April 1988 
 

“Jaruzelski’s New Nationalism”. Paper presented at the Rocky Mountain Slavic Studies 
Association Annual Meeting, Reno, April 1986 

 
 
Invited Presentations 
 

Roundtable on Disciplinary History 
Southwest Social Science Association, San Antonio, TX, April 2006 

 
Roundtable on Interpretive Social Science 

Western Political Science Association, Oakland, CA., March 2005 
 

Roundtable on John Gastil’s By Popular Demand
Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL., April 2002 

 
“If Deliberative Democracy is the Solution, What is the Problem?” 

Center for the Study of Ethics in Society 
Western Michigan University, March 1999 

 
“The Reasonable and the Rational Capacities in Political Theory” 

Institute of Government and Politics, Western Michigan University 
February 1999 

 
Roundtable on Kristen Monroe's The Heart of Altruism

American Political Science Association, Boston, MA., September 1998  
 

Roundtable on “The Idea of Institutions in the History of Political Science” 
American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., September 1997 

 
“From Participation to Deliberation: The Shifting Concerns of Contemporary Democratic Theory,” 

Institute of Government of Politics, Western Michigan University 
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April 1997 
 

Invited discussant at 2nd annual Henle conference on deliberative democracy,  
St. Louis University, April 1996 

 
“Political Rhetoric in the 1992 Presidential Campaign.” 

University of Nevada, Reno Honors Colloquium, October 1992 
 

“The Internal Contradictions of Feminism.”  Keynote address 
to the annual meeting of the Nevada Women's Political 
Caucus, Reno, Nevada, October 1991  

 
 
Honors and Awards 
 

2006 Howard Wolpe Award, Department of Political Science, Western Michigan University 
For research at the Ford Foundation’s Archives, New York City 
Amount: $2,000 

 
2006    Arts and Sciences Research and Teaching Award, Western Michigan University 

For travel to New York City 
Amount: $400 

 
2005 Howard Wolpe Award, Department of Political Science, Western Michigan University 

For summer appointment as Visiting Scholar, Center for Studies in Higher Education, 
University of California, Berkeley 
Amount: $1,400 

 
2005    Arts and Sciences Research and Teaching Award, Western Michigan University 

For travel to the University of California, Berkeley 
Amount: $500 

 
2004 “Archival Copies,” Arts and Sciences Research and Teaching Award, 

Western Michigan University 
Amount: $200 

 
2004 Visiting Scholar, Center for Studies in Higher Education, University of California Berkeley 

(Appointment deferred until Summer of 2005) 
 

2004 “The Transformation of Political Theory, 1950-1970: The Case of the University of 
California, Berkeley,” Rockefeller Archive Center Research Grant 
Amount: $2,320 

 
2004 “The Development of Political Theory at Berkeley: The Archival Record,” 

Arts and Sciences Research and Teaching Award, Western Michigan University 
Amount: $500 

 
1998 Elected Vice President of the Theta chapter of Phi Beta Kappa at Western Michigan 

University  
 

1998     “The History of Political Theory in the American Academy,” 
Research Development Award, Western Michigan University 
Amount:  $3,625  
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1995 Lambda Chi Alpha Teaching and Service Award, University of Nevada, Reno 
 

1994 “Integrating Historical Issues into the Western Traditions curriculum,” 
Instructional Enhancement Grant, N.E.H.  Amount: $3,500. 

 
1988 Jefferson Lecture Committee Fellowship for dissertations on American democracy, 

University of California, Berkeley 
 

1988 Josephine de Karman Fellowship, Azusa, California 
 

1987 Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award, University of California, Berkeley 
 

1985 Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award, University of California, Berkeley 
 

1983 Robert F. Braden Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley 
 

1983 Outstanding Senior Thesis Award, Department of Political Science, The Johns Hopkins 
University 

 
1983   Phi Beta Kappa 

 
1983  Honors, Political Science and German 

 
 
Teaching Interests 
 

Political Theory:  
Ancient, Early Modern, Contemporary, Democratic and Feminist Political Theory 

 
History of Political Science  
 
Interdisciplinary: 

Western Traditions, Politics and Literature 
 
 
Languages 
 

German - good speaking, reading and writing 
French - fair speaking, good reading 
Ancient Greek - fair reading 

 
Teaching Experience
 

Department of Political Science, 
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, 1996 to present. 

 
Introduction to Political Science 
Contemporary Democratic Theory 
Critical Thinking about Politics 
History of Ancient Political Thought 
History of Modern Political Thought 
Graduate Seminar in Political Philosophy  
Graduate Seminar: The Recent History of Academic Political Theory 
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Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,  
University of Nevada, Reno, 1990 to 1996 

 
Great Issues in Politics 
History of Ancient and Medieval Political Thought 
History of Modern Political Thought 
Contemporary Political Theory: Feminism 
Politics and Literature 
Western Traditions: The Modern World (Renaissance to 1945) 

 
 
Professional Service and Participation
 
Service to Professional Associations
 
Association for Political Theory, co-founder; conference committee (2002-2003); governance committee 
(2003-2004); executive co-director (2005-2007) 
Conference Organizing
 
First annual conference of the Association for Political Theory, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan; 
member of conference committee, local arrangements committee 
 
Fourth annual conference of the Association for Political Theory, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana; 
chair of committee to recruit panel chairs and discussants for conference 
 
Panel Participation 
 
Panel Organizer and Participant, “Problematizing the Normative/Empirical Distinction,” American Political 
Science Association Meeting, September 2006 
 
Roundtable Organizer and Participant, “Why History Matters,” Midwest Political Science Association 
Meeting, April 2003 
 
Discussant, “Liberal, Deliberative and Agonistic Approaches to the Political,” Midwest Political Science 
Association Meeting, April 2002 
 
Discussant, “Elite Theories of Democracy and their Critics,” American Political Science Association 
Meeting, September 2001 

 
Panel organizer (with Paul Clements) and chair, “Microfoundations in the Analysis of Revolutions.” 
International Society for Political Psychology Meeting, July 2000 
 
Discussant, “Democracy and Institutional Design.” Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, April 
2000 

 
Discussant, “Partiality and Legitimacy.” American Political Science Association Meeting, September 1999 
 
Discussant, “Practicing Democracy.” Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, April 1999 

 
Discussant and panel chair, “Democracy and Community.” Midwest Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting, April 1998 
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Discussant, 2nd annual Henle conference on deliberative democracy, St. Louis University, April 1996. 
 
Panel Organizer, Chair and Discussant, “Deliberation in Democratic Theory and Practice.” Midwest 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, April 1996.  
 
Panel Chair and Discussant, “Liberalism and the Economic Order.” American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, September, 1995. 
 
Panel Chair, “Politics as Whore. Women, Public Space and Antipolitics in Post-Socialism” and “Amoral 
Politics. The Czech Experience of Non-Political Politicians.” Vienna Dialogue on Democracy, July 1994. 
Panel Chair, “Early Modern Foundations of Rational Choice Theory:  Self-Interest and Reason in Swift, 
Smith, and Bentham.” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September, 1992.  
 
Reviewer 
 

American Journal of Political Science (since 2005) 
Polity (since 2003) 
American Political Science Review (since 2002) 
Journal of Politics (since 2006) 
Journal of Theoretical Politics (since 2002) 
Governance (since 2000) 
Political Research Quarterly (since 1994) 
Political Theory (since 1994) 

 
Member 
 

Association for Political Theory, co-founder and Executive Co-Director  
American Political Science Association 
Midwest Political Science Association 
Research Committee 33 (the history of political science as a discipline), the International Political 

Science Association 
 

 
University and Departmental Service 
 
Western Michigan University 

 
Vice President, Theta of Michigan chapter of Phi Beta Kappa 
Visiting Scholar Committee, Theta of Michigan chapter of Phi Beta Kappa 
Departmental Graduate Committee (Chair) 
Departmental Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
Departmental Ph.D. Admissions Committee 
Departmental Executive Committee (elected for 6 one-year terms) 
Departmental Comprehensive and Preliminary Examination Committee, Chair (Political Theory) 
Faculty Advisor, Political Science Graduate Student Association 

 
University of Nevada, Reno 
 

Women’s Studies Board 
Social Science Subcommittee of the Core Curriculum Board 
Masters of Liberal Studies Advisory Committee 
Faculty Advisor, Pi Sigma Alpha 
Director, Public Service Internship Program 
Departmental Curriculum Committee 
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References    
 
Upon request 


