Ph.D. Reading List
American Politics and Government

The American Political System

Chubb, John E. and Paul E. Peterson, eds. 1989. Can the Government Govern?
Washington, DC: Brookings Institution.

Dahl, Robert A. 1982. Dilemmas of Pluralist Democracy. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press.

Downs, Anthony. 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy. New York:
HarperCollins.

Easton, David. 1957. "An Approach to the Analysis of Political Systems." World
Politics 9:383-400. Also in most editions of Bernard E. Brown and Roy Macridis,
eds. Comparative Politics.

The Federalist.

Herson, Lawrence J.R. 1984. The Politics of Ideas: Political Theory and Public Policy.
Homewood, IL: Dorsey.

Lowi, Theodore J. 1979. The End of Liberalism, 2d ed. New York: Norton.

Peterson, Paul E. 1995. The Price of Federalism. Washington, DC: Brookings
Institution.

Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America. Volume 1.

The Presidency

Edwards, George C. 1989. At the Margins: Presidential Influence in Congress. New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

Jones, Charles O. 1994. The Presidency in a Separated System. Washington, DC:
Brookings Institution

Kernell, Samuel. 1997. Going Public: New Strategies of Presidential Leadership, 3d
ed. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Neustadt, Richard E. 1990. Presidential Power and the Modern Presidency. New
York: Free Press.

Peterson, Mark A. 1990. Legislating Together. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press.

Skowronek, Stephen. 1997. The Politics Presidents Make. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press.

Bureaucracy
Bendor, Jonathan. 1990. “Formal models of bureaucracy: A review.” In Public

Administration: The State of the Discipline, ed. Naomi B. Lynn and Aaron
Wildavsky. Chatham, NJ: Chatham House.
Heclo, Hugh. 1977. A Government of Strangers. Washington, DC: Brookings
Institution.
Kettl, Donald F. 1988. Governing by Proxy. Washington, DC: CQ Press.
Light, Paul C. 1999. The New Public Service. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution.
Light, Paul C. 1995. Thickening Government. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution.
Moe, Terry M. 1984. “The New Economics of Organization.” American Journal of



Political Science. 20:734-49

Rourke, Francis. 1984. Bureaucracy, Politics and Public Policy, 3d ed. Glenview, IL:
Scott, Foresman/Little Brown.

Wilson, James Q. 1989. Bureaucracy: What Government Agencies Do And Why They
Do It. New York: Basic Books.

Wilson, Woodrow. 1888. “The Study of Administration.” Political Science Quarterly
2:197-222. [reprinted in the 1941 edition of the journal (56:481-506); and
Mosher, Frederick (ed.) 1980. Basic Literature of American Public Opinion, 1787-
1950.]

Wood, B. Dan. 1988. “Principals, Bureaucrats, and Responsiveness in Clean Air
Enforcements.” American Political Science Review 82:213-234.

Congress
Arnold, R.D. 1990. The Logic of Congressional Action. New Haven, CT: Yale

University Press.

Deering, Christopher, and Steven S. Smith. 1997. Committees in Congress. 3d ed.
Washington: CQ Press.

Fenno, Richard F. 1978. Home Style: House Members in Their Districts. Boston: Little
Brown.

Fiorina, Morris P. 1989. Congress: Keystone of the Washington Establishment, 2d ed.
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

Jacobson, Gary C. and Samuel Kernell. 1983. Strategy and Choice in Congressional
Elections, 2d ed. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

Kingdon, John. 1989. Congressmen's Voting Decisions, 3d ed. Ann Arbor: University
of Michigan Press.

Krehbiel, Keith. 1991. Information and Legislative Organization. Ann Arbor: University
of Michigan Press.

Polsby, Nelson W. 1968. “The Institutionalization of the U.S. House of
Representatives.” American Political Science Review 62:144-68.

Rohde, David. 1991. Parties and Leaders in the Postreform House. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Sinclair, Barbara. 1997. Unorthodox Lawmaking: New Legislative Processes in the
U.S. Congress. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Swain, Carol M. 1993. Black Faces, Black Interests: The Representation of African-
Americans in Congress. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Courts/Judiciary

Bickel, Alexander M. 1986. The Least Dangerous Branch, 2d ed. New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press.

Dahl, Robert A. 1957. “Decision Making in a Democracy: The Supreme Court as
National Policy-maker.” Journal of Public Law 6:279-295.

Epstein, Lee and Jack Knight. 1998. The Choices Judges Make. Washington, DC:
CQ Press.




Gates, John B. and Charles A. Johnson. 1991. The American Courts: A Critical
Assessment. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Mishler, William, and Reginald Sheehan. 1993. “The Supreme Court as a
Countermajoritarian Institution? The Impact of Public Opinion on Supreme Court
Decisions.” American Political Science Review 87:87-101.

Neeley, Richard. 1981. How Courts Govern America. New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press.

O'Brien, David. 1995. Storm Center: The Supreme Court in American Politics, 2d ed.
New York: WW Norton.

Rosenberg, Gerald. 1991. The Hollow Hope: Can Courts Bring About Social Change?
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Segal, Jeffery A. and Harold J. Spaeth. 1993. The Supreme Court and the Attitudinal
Model. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Songer, Donald R., Jeffrey A. Segal, Charles M. Cameron. 1994. “The Hierarchy of
Justice: Testing a Principal-Agent Model of Supreme Court-Circuit Court
Interactions.” American Journal of Political Science 38:673-696.

Parties and Interest Groups

Aldrich, John H. 1995. Why Parties? Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Bachrach, Peter and Morton S. Baratz. 1962. “Two Faces of Power.” American
Political Science Review 56:947-952.

Berry, Jeffrey M. 1997. The Interest Group Society, 3d ed. New York: Longman.

Carmines, Edward G. and James A. Stimson. 1989. Issue Evolution: Race and the
Transformation of American Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Epstein, Leon D. 1986. Political Parties in the American Mold. Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press.

Fiorina, Morris. 1996. Divided Government, 2d ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Olson, Mancur. 1965. The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of
Groups. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Schattschneider, E. E. 1960. The Semisovereign People. New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston.

Public Opinion and Electoral Behavior

Campbell, Angus, Philip E. Converse, Warren E. Miller, and Donald E. Stokes. 1960.
The American Voter. New York: John Wiley.

Converse, Philip E. 1964. “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics.” In David E.
Apter, ldeology and Discontent. New York: Free Press.

Fiorina, Morris. 1981. Retrospective Voting in American National Elections. Yale
University Press.

lyengar, Shanto, and Donald R. Kinder. 1987. News That Matters: Television and
American Opinion. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Mutz, Diana C. 1998. Impersonal Influence: How Perceptions of Mass Collectives
Affect Political Attitudes. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Niemi, Richard G. and Herbert F. Weisberg, eds. 1993. Classics in Voting Behavior.

3



Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Niemi, Richard G. and Herbert F. Weisberg, eds. 2001. Controversies in Voting
Behavior, 4th ed. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

Page, Benjamin I. and Robert Shapiro. 1992. The Rational Public. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.

Tate, Katherine. 1993. From Protest to Politics: The New Black Voters in American
Elections. New York: Russell Sage Foundation.

Zaller, John. 1992. The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Public Policy
Baumgartner, Frank R. and Bryan D. Jones. 1993. Agendas and Instability in

American Politics. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Derthick, Martha and Paul J. Quick. 1985. The Politics of Deregulation. Washington,
DC: Brookings Institution.

Heclo, Hugh. 1978. “Issue Networks and the Executive Establishment.” In Anthony
King, ed. The New American Political System. Washington, DC: American
Enterprise Institute.

Kingdon, John W. 1995. Agendas, Alternatives and Public Policies. 2d ed. New York:
HarperCollins.

Lindblom, Charles E. 1959. “The Science of Muddling Through.” Public Administration
Review 19:79-99.

Lowi, Theodore J. 1964. “American Business, Public Policy, Case Studies and Political
Theory.” World Politics 16:677-715.

Ripley, Randall B. and Grace A. Franklin. 1991. Congress, the Bureaucracy, and
Public Policy, 5th ed. Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole.

Stigler, George J. 1971. “The Theory of Economic Regulation.” Bell Journal of
Economics and Management Science. 2:3-21.



