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About Us: Under the direction of Dr. Fritz Allhoff (Philosophy) and Mr. David Charlton (Philosophy), the
Medical Humanities Workgroup is a new initiative on the campus of Western Michigan University,

coordinating individuals from the campus and broader Kalamazoo community with interests in the
humanistic dimensions of medicine and health. To this end, we understand the medical humanities
quite broadly, including, but not limited to: medical ethics, history of medicine, medical anthropology,
religious approaches to heath, health narratives, health education, conceptions of wellness, and so on.

The function of the workgroup will be, initially, simply to put people with shared interests in
contact, as well as to celebrate the strength that WMU and the surrounding community has in this
regard. In due course, we hope to expand our efforts by: providing a platform for extramural funding;
offering appropriate curricular support; and developing event programming, such as through reading
groups, lectures series, and film series. With the continued interest and support of the campus and local
community, the workgroup will flourish into a dynamic, powerful resource which will serve
myriad research and educational goals.

Workgroup Affiliates:

Fritz Allhoff (Philosophy) Timothy Ready (Anthropology)

Julie Apker (Communication) Edward Roth (Music)

Jane Baas (Dance) Eve Salisbury (English)

Beth Beaudin-Seiler (Aviation) Helen Sharp (Speech Pathology)

Walter Burt (Educational Leadership) Laura Spielvogel (Anthropology)

David Charlton (Philosophy) Susan Stapleton (Chemistry and Biology)
Jacqueline Eng (Anthropology) Luis Toledo-Pereyra (History/Surgery, KCMS)
Christine laderosa (Health Education) Daneen Wardrop (English)

Mary Lagerwey (Nursing) Perry Westerman (Psychiatry, KCMS)
Ann Miles (Sociology) Brian Wilson (Comparative Religion)
Michael Pritchard (Philosophy) Cindy Visscher (Sociology)

More information: For more information—including faculty profiles and course listings—please visit
our website at http://www.wmich.edu/medicalhumanities/. Inquiries may be directed to Dr. Allhoff at
fritz.allhoff@wmich.edu or (269) 387-4503.

Our Sponsors: We thank those who have provided support, including the College of Arts and Sciences,
the Department of Philosophy, and the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society; a special thanks go to
the Humanities Center and its Director, Dr. Katherine Joslin.
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