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Tlie Kleinstuck Preserve consists of a pond, a peat warsh, hills of sand and gravel,
a glen of hardwood, and an eight year old planting cf 9,000 evergreen trees. This
variety in the landscape mares an ideal bird sanctuary, and in spite of tre fact that
the public nas cut trees, dug up shrubs, and set rire to the grass in the preserve,
it still remeins a refuze for birds. Eighty-thres different kinds of birds were secen
taere last year. S:me of these, such as the cedar waxwings, knights and warblers
were only stopping for food or shelter on their way north. Other birds like {ungoes,
and some of the brown creepers spenf the winter there. Wnite robins, meadow larks,
nuthatcuiers, wood piékerﬁ, cardinals, guail, brown thrashers, redwinged blackdbirds,
ard zzny othér-well known land birds built their nests in the preserve. Last year,
besides these common land Birds, four of the more rare water and marsh birds nested
anons the rushes that edge the tiny pond. They were the Floride Gallinule, the
Sora rail, the American bittern, and the black tern.

The first of these to arrive in the spring was the American bittern. He is ¢
member of the heron family, and is like the other members of hiis fanily ir beoth food
habits and in shape, but the browns and tans of his featiers maike him very unlike thenm
in coloring. Since he spends most of his time in low, swampy places, it is this re-
semblence to the browns and tans of the marsh grasses that ucakes it difficult to find
him. In fact the first bittern we saw last soring seexmed to be tryinz to comouflage
himsell to look like the cattails that surrounded. A snarp little wind vwhich stirred
the rods revealed him to us. There he stoocd motionless with up~-sivretched neck and bill
pointed uswvard. Ze was in his own estization, a zerfectly faked cattail.

ocut a mornth after their return, bitterns seem to live like hermits, unseen
Tben zbout the first of May when most of the marsh birds have returned
th, the bittern bezsins the metinzg czll which has earned him the naaxes,
Taunder-gamper, bird stake driver, and the plum pudd'’n. By some trieck knowm only to
bitterns, he pulls air into his throat and then, with centortions whica seexn to
straia hia frem bill to toe, he forces ocut the air in gulps znd gurgles, making noises
liks an old pump when it is being vigorously pusped. ZEvery season as Soon as the sora
rail returns to the marsh, it seems to us that he and the bittern held a bird calling
contest. The rail's call is pitched high. Fe runs down the scale rapidly and ends
with five cr six notes of the same key and pitch. He rums his scales agein and again
reanindinz us of some singer who is aspiring to grand opera. vhile tie rail sings his
scales, the bittern over and over again explodes plum pud'n, zlum pud'n, xzlum nud'n.
So intent do these birds seem upon ma<in: the marsn ring with their calls that tne
noise ma2de by visitors to the preserve never seems to checic them.

The sora rail is about tihe size of a quall on stilts. He is easily rscognized as
ne slips along amon.' the grasses near the edge of the water. Fis short bill is yellow.
<ne front of his face and throsi are blac:. Eis breast is slate color and his flanks
browalsa grey, strikingly barred with white. It is difficult, though, to keep an eve
on him long, because, like all rails, he can stretch out his body, thus demcnstrating
the orizin of the expression As sliu as & reil, and siip throuzh where there seems to
be no ornening.

The Florida Gallinule, a later arrival, is as secretive in movements as the
bittern and rzil, but his bright red yellow-tivped bill end the rin:s of red around
his knees make it more difficalt for him to hide. The name Gallinule means little hen



-

and he is indeed about the same size as the hen and walks, talks, and sqwaks like
; the barnyard biddy After the young are hatched, the Gallinules are the most con-
splcuous birds in the preserve. From the last of ¥ay until the middle of Cctober
they can always be seen some place in the pond, either swimming about or apvearing
as if they were walking on the water as they step from ome lily pad to another.

It is not until the first week in May that the black temms arrive, but from
that time until they leave for the soutn in September, there is always a tern in
swift graceful flight over the pond, catching insects on the wing. Tarns build
their nests on floating platforms of sticks and warsh grasses. COnly a hip booted
wader can reach them. Last year, one of our students found three occupied nests.

A bird's safety depends upon his ability to escape from his enemies. These
water birds as well as land birds need places in which to hide. Through the
efforst of Kiss Theodosia Hadley, Vestern State Teachers College is at the nresent
time pleniing hundreds of shrubs in the preserve. It is hoped that by thus replac-
inz some of the thickets lost by fire and theft, that those birds zlready here
will be more safe and that new kinds may be attracted to the preserve.
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