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Does this sound familiar?

 ‚My child is bored in school‛

 ‚My child does not feel challenged at school‛

 ‚My child gets an A without studying‛

 ‚My child ‘acts out’ at his/her school‛
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What should I do? 

 If you’ve heard yourself saying any of the 
above, your child may be academically gifted 
and talented

 Academically talented students need 
accelerated, above-grade level course content

 Our philosophy is rooted in the idea that 
intellectual development often outpaces 
social and physical development

 We should teach children according to 
intellectual capacity, not age or grade level
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Northwestern University 

Midwest Academic Talent 

Search (NUMATS)

 NUMATS is part of the Center for 
Talent Development

 It seeks to serve gifted children and 
their families from Pre-K through grade 
12

 http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/
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NUMATS is a two-step 

system

Step One: Ways to identify students:
State test scores
Achievement test scores
Past Talent Search participant
Qualifies for school gifted program
Teacher and/or parent nomination
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High State Achievement 

Test Scores

Grade
Verbal / 

Reading
Math

MEAP 

(scaled 

scores) 

5
573 or 

higher 

561 or 

higher 

6
665 or 

higher 

662 or 

higher 

7
763 or 

higher 

754 or 

higher 

8
852 or 

higher 

853 or 

higher 
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Characteristics of 

Nominated Students

Advanced aptitude in verbal or 
mathematical reasoning

Consistent performance in the top 10% of 
their grade level on tests/assessments

High performance in academically 
demanding course work in school

Consistent demand for more challenging 
academic experiences

7



NUMATS is a two-step 

system

Step Two: Administer above-grade 
level test
Definition of above-grade level 

testing: A test designed for older 
students
Rationale: Above-grade level tests 

have enough ceiling (difficult 
questions) to differentiate students 
with advanced abilities
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Above-Grade-Level 

Testing Performance Graph
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NUMATS Testing

 Most students are not frustrated by 
the testing experience 

 As a group, NUMATS students 
perform about as well as older 
students on both the ACT & SAT
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Which test should I take?

ATYP recommends taking the SAT. The SAT 
is a reasoning test and is not concerned as 
much with prior knowledge 

The ACT is an achievement test and measures 
how well you have learned high school 
material

The SAT seems like a puzzle to most middle 
school students and can be less frustrating
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Registering for NUMATS

 Paper deadline is October 30; online 
deadline is December 10

 Online registration is easy and most 
efficient. Go to: 
http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/
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Registering for NUMATS

 Our ATYP school code for the SAT is 1944

 There is no school code for the ACT—you 
must send ATYP a copy of your scores

 SAT is held at both WMU and Kalamazoo 
Central High School. NUMATS students are 
separated from the older students
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Misconceptions

‚It’s too expensive.‛
 Total cost is only between $66–$79, 

compared to a typical individual 
educational assessment at $400–$600 
(or more!)

 Students continue to receive information 
from CTD throughout high school

 Fee waivers and financial aid are available 
to students who qualify
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Test Fees

Test Fee NUMATS Fee Total Fee 

ACT $32 $34 $66

SAT $45 $34 $79

Fee Waivers are available for students 
qualifying for a federally subsidized program 
like free or reduced lunch. You will 
automatically receive a NUMATS Fee waiver 
and will receive a test fee waiver if there are 
any left. 7th grade students will automatically 
receive a test fee waiver as well. You must send 
in a letter from your school principal stating 
that you qualify. 15



Misconceptions

‚Why pay the NUMATS fee?‛

ACT/SAT scores for younger students 
are confusing when viewed out of 
context
NUMATS provides easy-to-understand 

material to help young students and 
parents interpret scores and plan 
educational needs for the future
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Sample Score Interpretation/

Recommendation

If NUMATS students score:

480-580 on SAT-R 22-27 on ACT-Eng/Read
520-600 on SAT-M 18-23 on ACT-Math

 Recommendations:
 Compression of school courses into shorter time 

periods via curriculum compacting
 Fast-paced summer classes in area of strength
 Early access to advanced placement 
 Long-range academic planning
 Early career counseling
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Preparing for the test

 Read the booklet sent to you by NUMATS

 Get a good night’s sleep

 Have a good breakfast

 Arrive at the testing site on time

 Have pencils and a calculator with you

 Tests are long – bring a snack and water 
bottle
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SAT Preview Seminar

 Held on the first two Saturday 
mornings in December

 At both Kalamazoo and Battle Creek 
locations

 Tips and Content information given

 Cost: $20
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ATYP Overview

 Academically Talented Youth Program 
(ATYP) was founded in 1981 with 22 students 

 We have enrolled over 3500 students from 60 
SW Michigan public and private schools

 ATYP is part of the Lee Honors College at 
Western Michigan University 

 ATYP now offers classes in Kalamazoo and in 
Battle Creek 
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How does ATYP work with 

local schools?
 ATYP uses a collaborative model that 

partners with local schools and school 
districts, higher education institutions, 
foundations, and local philanthropists 

 We sub-contract with local schools to provide 
rigorous and fast-paced academic instruction

 ATYP participation is a great way for school 
districts to compete to retain great students
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How does ATYP serve its 

students?

 ATYP identifies and serves middle and high 
school high ability students who: 
 need the challenge

 are motivated to learn

 are capable of working at above-grade level 
curriculum through fast paced instruction 

 ATYP uses advanced high school and university 
level curriculum which:
 culminates in Advanced Placement (AP) content

 leads to student success in advanced classes
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How does ATYP work? 

 Currently, ATYP has a math and language 
arts program that focuses on advancement 
and acceleration in Kalamazoo and Battle 
Creek

 Students begin the program in 7th or 8th grade 
and continue for two to three years

 We follow the local public school calendar
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How does ATYP work? 

 Classes are offered Tuesday through 
Thursday in Battle Creek and Kalamazoo

 For most students, the courses meet one day a 
week from 1:20 pm – 3:50 pm (AP classes 
meet two days a week)

 These students tend to take a seminar/study 
hall period (if possible) during the last hour 
of the school day for the rest of the week. 
They do ATYP homework there, as well as 
other school work 
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How does ATYP work? 

 Parents are responsible for the transportation 
of their students to and from ATYP; some 
districts will provide a bus to ATYP

 Our instructors tend to be comprised of 
people in the university community—MAs 
and PhDs with the desire to teach this age 
group, experienced teachers with young 
children, recent retirees, published writers, 
and others
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Does it cost anything?

 Revenue from school districts pays for about 
50% of ATYP’s costs

 The other 50% comes from WMU or CISD 
(office, classroom, and library access, doctoral 

associate, secretarial support)

 Tuition is paid for by participating public 
schools for their enrolled students

 For students who are home-schooled or at 
private schools, the payment comes from the 
families 

 We currently charge districts $600 per class
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How does my child qualify?

 Your presence here means you’ve met the 
first step; we’ve identified your child based 
on your standardized achievement test scores 
(95% or better) as well as from teacher and 
counselor recommendations  

 Register with the Midwest Academic Talent 
Search for the SAT test in January (we also 
accept the ACT test)
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How does my child qualify?

 To qualify for the Language Arts program, 
students need an SAT score of 520 on critical 
reading or writing 

 To qualify for the Math program, students 
need an SAT score of 520 on math if they 
have not had Algebra (560, if they have had 
it) and reasonable reading skills
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How does my child qualify?

 To qualify for the Language Arts 
program with the ACT your English + 
Reading scores > 46, with neither below 
22

 To qualify for the math program with 
the ACT you need a math score > 19 (21 
if you have had algebra) and a 
composite of at least 20
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Timeline

 Throughout late winter/early spring ATYP 
collects scores from parents and NUMATS, 
and sends out an invitation letter for those 
who qualify

 ATYP hosts an informational session in 
April/May telling students what is required 
of them should they join ATYP

 Applications are due in mid-May

 Classes are put together over the summer
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A word about student 

transitionsé  

 Are you ready for this? That question is 
answered in your performance on the SAT

 Some of you will find you have to work at 
your school work for the first time in your 
life. Parents—don’t steal the struggle 

 The first year is definitely transitional. There 
is an adjustment that all of our students must 
make 

 You will adjust to classes on a college campus
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Contact Information

Website:  wmich.edu/honors/atyp

Phone: (269) 387-3230

Email: atyp-info@wmich.edu

 Program Coordinator: Dr. Kelly Schultz

 Kalamazoo Assistants:

 Becky Cooper

 Nan Janecke

 Battle Creek Administrator:

 Peggy Stewart: StewartP@calhounisd.org
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