
  

  

main grant- and fellowship-giving institutions that extend to many different geographical 
areas, time period, and academic disciplines (you should apply to these in any event): 
 
 
 
 
Fulbright Program (Council for International Exchange of Scholars, CIES): 
http://www.cies.org/  
 
Woodrow Wilson Fellowship: http://www.woodrow.org  
 
Social Science Research Council (SSRC): http://www.ssrc.org/fellowships/  
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowships: Resident scholar fellowships 
available for research in any world area or on any topic within anthropology and related 
disciplines in the humanities and social sciences. Preference is given to applicants 
whose research and analysis are complete and who need time to write up their results. 
The deadline in November 15.  
 
Contact: Phone: (505) 954-7241; E-mail: scholar@sarsf.org; Web: 
http://www.sarweb.org/scholars/scholars/htm 
 
If you still cannot find something that fits you, or if you simply want to look further afield 
and accumulate as many funding sources as possible, there are two extremely large 
lists of grants and fellowships that we know of, and you should look there for ideas.  The 
first is the page maintained at Cornell University on graduate fellowships: 
 
 http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/Student/GRFN/list.phtml?category=GENERAL 
 
 
The second is the grants and fellowships list maintained by the American Historical 
Association:: http://www.historians.org/prizes/Grants.htm  You will need to be a member with 
access to the grants and fellowships list to see it, or to use someone else’s membership 
ID and number. 
 
Finally, if you know of a grant or fellowship or other source of funding that you do not 
see on this list, please, e-mail the name of the source, the URL (website address) and a 
description, even a brief one, to the department webmaster at hist-it@wmich.edu so 
that this page can be updated.  This applies especially to faculty members who 
may have extensive and exclusive knowledge of a source I their particular field. 
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Introduction 
 
If you are going to be writing a master’s thesis or a doctoral dissertation, securing 
funding for your research is as important a part of your success as selecting a topic or 
passing your exams.   Learning how to apply successfully for funding and how to 
navigate the difficult field of finding funding resources is as integral a part of your 
graduate education as any; it will play a major role in your success as an academic. 
 
Thinking about and planning for how to fund your research is something you should 
start well in advance, at least 12-16 months before you plan to become a dissertator; 
ideally 24 months ahead of time.  It is good, even necessary, to begin thinking about 
funding before you have a clear idea of what your thesis topic is.  Why?  Often, the 
funding available will shape and determine your topic.  As historians, we want to take 
the initiative to explore aspects of the past not previously explored.  As professionals, 
however, we have to structure practical, feasible research agendas.  In other words, it 
would be absolutely fascinating to write a dissertation on the political leanings of middle 
aged cheesemakers in a tiny Polish village between March and June of the year 1211, 
but who’s going to pay for it?  It is yet another reminder that life is unfair, but many a 
history grad student has switched their topics to focus on an area where they are sure 
to get money.  As you will see, some topics are quite well-funded; others, no matter how 
important or interesting, are not.   
 
One reason we have created this index of funding resources for (mostly) doctoral 
research is to give you, WMU history grad students, a quick and easy guide to make the 
process of research funding resources less painful and painstaking.  Another reason is 
to give you a good idea of what kind of money is out there and where it is concentrated, 
which may help shape your research and learning agenda. 
 
Use Guidelines 
 
You may download this as a PDF or a word document.  In HTML, you can use the 
hyperlinks at the end of the description of each funding resource to go directly to that 
page.  Some of the entries below are quite detailed, and provide detailed info, others 
contain only a brief description, but almost all have a website you can link to. 
 
This list is by no means exhaustive.  There are literally a thousand other scholarships 
out there in addition to these.  If you do not find a funding source that fits what you are 
looking for, you should go to the sites of the following funding sources.  These are the 



  

  

 
Africa: 
 
Bernadotte E. Schmitt Grants: The Schmitt Grants support research on the history of 
Europe, Africa and Asia. Applicants must be a member of the AHA, junior scholars, 
scholars without access to institutional funds, and those with specific research needs.  
 
Contact: Phone: (202) 544-2422; E-mail: aha@theaha.org; Web: wwwtheaha.org .  
 
 
 The Center for Afroamerican and African Studies (CAAS) at the University of Michigan 
invites applications for the Du Bois-Mandela-Rodney Post-doctoral Fellowship Program 
from scholars working on Africa or the African diaspora. Consideration will be given to 
all disciplines including - but not limited to - the humanities, social sciences, physical 
sciences and professional schools. Scholars from or who study the Gullah speaking 
Sea islands, Cape Verde islands, the Anglophone Caribbean, the Canary Islands, and 
Madagascar and/or other less studied areas are especially encouraged to apply. This is 
a residential fellowship for the 2004-2005 academic year. The fellowship package is 
worth $45,000 plus health insurance coverage. Included in the package is a stipend of 
$42,000. Health insurance, plus $1,000 for research and up to $2,000 for travel 
expenses are also included. Successful candidates can expect to maintain affiliations 
with CAAS as well as departments and research institutes that relate to their projects. 
Fellows will be expected to conduct a CAAS work-in-progress seminar on their research 
during one of the semesters in residence.  
 
Contact: Phone: (734) 764-5513; Web: http://www.umich.edu/~iinet/caas/   
 
  
 
Antiquity/Classics: 
  
Classical Society of the American Academy in Rome: Two awards ($3,500/ea) for 
graduate students and enable recipients to attend the Classical Summer school of the 
American Academy in Rome. The deadline is March 1st.  
 
Contact: Phone: (410) 366-2948; E-mail: lablaidlaw@juno.com; Web: www.aarome.org  
 
Harvard University, Dumbarton Oaks: Fellowships: Dumbarton Oaks supports an 
annual award made to scholars who hold a doctorate (or other terminal degree) to 
pursue their own research in the libraries and collections of Dumbarton Oaks and 
elsewhere in and around the District of Columbia. Fellows spend an academic year in 
residence at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, D.C.  
Byzantine studies (including late Roman, early Christian, Western medieval, Slavic, and 
Near Eastern studies), pre-Columbian studies (of Mexico, Central America, and Andean 
South America), and garden and landscape studies (including horticulture and 
landscape preservation).  



  

  

Scholars who hold a doctorate, or other appropriate terminal degree, and graduate 
students who expect to complete such a degree before the start of the fellowship year. 
All fellows are expected to be able to communicate satisfactorily in English, but there is 
no citizenship requirement for the award. For the 9-month residency, fellows receive an 
equivalent of up to $39,300, which includes a stipend, housing, allowances for research 
and health insurance, and lunch on weekdays. Additional support may be available for 
dependents and travel.  
 
Contact: Web: www.doaks.org; E-mail: DumbartonOaks@doaks.org .  
 
AACS: Rome Prize: Prize awarded in the field of archeology, architecture, classics, 
Italian studies, literature, historic preservation, post-classical humanistic studies, 
musical composition, urban planning and visual arts. Awards and requirements vary on 
competing projects.  
 
Contact: Phone: (212) 751-7200; E-mail: info@aarome.org; Web: www.aarome.org .  
 
Archeology: 
 
Archaeological Institute of America: Anna C. and Oliver C. Colburn Fellowship:  One 
fellowship, with a stipend of $11,000, will be awarded for the academic year to an 
applicant contingent upon his or her acceptance as an incoming Associate Member or 
Student Associate Member of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens. 
Applicant must be citizen or permanent resident of the United States or Canada, or be 
actively pursuing an advanced degree at a North American college or university, must 
be at the pre-doctoral stage or have recently received a Ph.D. (within five years of the 
date of the application), and must apply concurrently to the American School for Senior 
Associate Membership or Student Associate Membership. Applicants may not be 
Members of the American School during the year of application. The fellowship may be 
held for a maximum of one year. The deadline is January 15th.. 
 
Contact: Phone: (617) 353-8705; E-mail: Programs@aia.bu.edu; Web: 
http://www.archaeological.org   
 
Archaeological Institute of America, Helen M. Woodruff Fellowship 
Archaeological Institute of America, Helen M. Woodruff Fellowship of the AIA and the 
American Academy in Rome is a pre- or post-doctoral fellowship for study of 
archaeology and classical studies has been established by the Institute at the American 
Academy in Rome. This Fellowship, combined with other funds from the American 
Academy in Rome, will support a Rome Prize Fellowship that will be open to citizens or 
permanent residents of the United States. At the conclusion of the Fellowship tenure, 
Helen M. Woodruff Fellowship recipients must submit a report to the President of the 
Institute and the President of the American Academy in Rome. After the tenure of their 
fellowship, all fellows are expected to submit an abstract to the Program Committee 
within two years, in accordance with that committee’s guidelines, in order to present a 
paper on their research at the AIA Annual Meeting. Please note that the Program 
Committee performs a "blind" selection of abstracts, so there is no guarantee that 



  

  

abstracts dealing with fellowship projects will be accepted. For further information and 
application forms, candidates should write to the American Academy in Rome, 7 East 
60th Street, New York, NY 10022, or visit the Academy's website at American Academy 
in Rome. Deadline November 1. 
 
Contact: Web: http://www.aarome.org/  
 
Asia:  
 
Asian Cultural Council (ACC): Asian Art and Religion Fellowship:   
Annual award to support U.S. scholars, specialists, and artists to conduct research and 
to undertake projects in Asia involving the interdisciplinary analysis of religion and the 
arts, humanities and social sciences, exploring the relationship between the artistic and 
religious traditions of Asia. The fellowship is open to scholars, specialists, artists, and 
graduate students who are U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Fellowships are 
awarded for periods up to twelve months in duration, providing round-trip international 
air transportation, per diem, domestic travel, maintenance, medical insurance 
allowances, and some educational expenses.  
  
Contact: Tel: 212-812-4300 FAX: 212-812-4299; Email: acc@accny.org; Web: 
www.asianculturalcouncil.org   
 
 
Asian Cultural Council (ACC): Humanities Fellowship: 
Annual fellowship for U.S. scholars, doctoral students, and specialists in the humanities 
to undertake research, training, and study in Asia. The program also supports U.S. and 
Asian scholars participating in international conferences, exhibitions, visiting 
professorships, and similar projects. Archaeology, conservation, musicology, and the 
theory, history, and criticism of architecture, art , dance, film, music, photography, and 
theater. The fellowships are open to U.S. scholars, doctoral students, and specialists in 
the humanities. For other support: U.S. and Asian scholars. Fellowships are awarded 
for one to nine months, providing for round-trip international air transportation, per diem, 
domestic travel, maintenance, medical insurance allowances, and some educational 
expenses.  
 
Contact: Asian Cultural Council, 437 Madison Avenue, 37th Floor, New York, N.Y. 
10022-7001; Tel: 212-812-4300 FAX: 212-812-4299; Email: acc@accny.org; Web: 
www.asianculturalcouncil.org  
 
 
Association for Asian Studies Grants -- The Northeast Asia Council (NEAC) of the 
Association for Asian Studies, in conjunction with the Korea Foundation, offers a grant 
program in Korean studies designed to facilitate scholarly research. For research travel 
within North America, awards of up to $1,000 (including a maximum of $100 for daily 
expenses) are available for scholars who are engaged in research on Korea and who 
wish to use museum, library, or other archival materials in the United States and 
Canada. For short-term travel to Korea for projects explicitly related to Korean studies, 
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