THE GRADUATE STUDENT ADVI SORY COWVM TTEE
Friday, Septenber 8, 2000
Ber nhard Center, Connabl e Board Room

M NUTES

Representatives Present: Jessica Baby (History), Trisha
Basford (Chem stry), Tom Brignall (Sociology), Marcel
Brouwers (English), Jay Cawt horne (Paper and Printing

Sci ences and Engi neering), Sarah Denpsey (Communication),
Doris Dirks (History), Apollos Goyol (Educational
Leadership), Nancy G eer-WIlliams (Conmmunication), Kurt
Hayden (1 ndustrial and Manufacturing Engi neering), Sabbir
Hossai n (Physics), Kelly Jackson (Marketing), Jill Jepsen
(Art), Dawn Keller (Accountancy), Tim Kuehnlein
(Political Science), Peter Lawson (Anthropol ogy),
Francena Purchase- Onens (Educati onal Leadership), Julie
St ahl hut (Biology), TimWIIliams (Misic), Danielle Wight
(Counsel or Education and Counseling Psychol ogy), Rodger
Zanny (Conputer Science)

Guests: Paul a Boodt (The Graduate College), Any Nel son
(Student Affairs), Heidi Solberg Viar (Hi story), Chad
True (WSA), Elton Weintz (GSAC Chair Eneritus), Dr.
WIlliam Wener (The Graduate Coll ege)

| . CALL TO ORDER/ | NTRODUCTI ONS
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p. m

1. APPROVAL OF THE M NUTES
The m nutes of the August 25, 2000 GSAC neeting were
present ed.

I11. PRESENTATI ONS

On behalf of the History Graduate Student Associ ation,
Jessi ca Baby chal | enged ot her graduate student

organi zations to conpetitive events. Thus far the



Hi story graduate students have held conpetitive events
with the Political Science Graduate Student Associ ation
and the Medieval Institute in both softball and soccer.
The objective of the chall enge, Baby comrented, is to
foster greater camaraderie between departnents and
graduat e students. Baby nay be reached at

<j essyl 10@ol . conp.

As Graduate Student Advisory Committee (GSAC) Advisor,
Paul a Boodt i nformed GSAC nenbers about the G aduate

St udi es Awar eness Week begi nning October 16. There wil
be a Graduate Program open house on October 18 in the
Bernhard Center with all university departnments being
represented. The objective is to provide the greater

Kal amazoo community, alummi and undergraduates as well as
prospective graduate students a forumin which to |earn
nore about graduate educational opportunities at Western
M chigan University. Boodt also solicited ideas from
GSAC nenbers about how the university m ght devel op
recruitment and retention of graduate students at Western
M chi gan University.

As Seni or Associate Dean, Dr. WIlliam Wener outlined a
White Paper currently being prepared by the G aduate
Studi es Council. The White Paper is intended to be a

t horough articul ati on of various academ c, financial and
soci al prograns deened vital to the devel opnent of
graduate education at Western M chigan University. Areas
of graduate education addressed in the White Paper

i ncl ude: graduate financial support, the nunber of
doctoral associ ateships, recruitnment, enrollnment and
retention, diversity, general academ c environnent
(climate), program evaluations, the work |oad of teaching
assi stants, academ c standi ng policies, continuous
enrol |l mrent policy, and regional/di stance educati onal
opportunities. A nunmber of issues were raised by GSAC
menbers concerning health insurance benefits, the quality
and quantity of graduate student housing, dual graduate
degree prograns, and the use of social security nunbers
as student identification nunbers. Wener assured GSAC
menbers that health insurance benefits were a prinmary
aspect of the White Paper. While the issue of housing
was not included in the existing draft, it would be

i ncluded as an i ssue under environnmental concerns. Dual
prograns and student identification nunbers were

di scussed in general by the forum and suggested as itens
to be included in the Wite Paper as well.



W ener al so addressed concerns anong GSAC nenmbers about
t he di scontinuation of red cards and WWU Bookstore

di scount policy for graduate assistants and associ at es.
W ener stressed that bookstore policy is distinct from
Graduate College policy. Both the Graduate Coll ege and
t he bookstore, however, have worked cooperatively to
stream ine the process of providing the benefit. The
present policy is under evaluation and subject to change,
he concl uded. Concerning the specifics of a stricter

di scount policy, Wener stated that he would have to
inquire and report back at the next GSAC neeting. He

al so suggested that a GSAC resol ution concerning the red
card policy may be appropriate.

I V. REPORT FROM THE CHAI R

The Chair reported that roughly 8,000 cal endar/pl anners
were distributed to students at the 2000-2001 Bronco
Bash. Planners were in the process of being sent to all
graduate students currently enrolled at the university.
The cost for sending the calendars is estinated at

$3, 000.

Regardi ng the Student/Human Subjects Institutional Review
Board, the Chair solicited a volunteer to serve as an
advi sory menber for a three year appointnent.

Regar di ng Communi verCity, the Chair distributed tickets
to GSAC nenbers. The Chair reported that reserved
tickets issued by GSAC had been mailed out. Volunteers
for greeting people at the GSAC tailgate prior to the
gane were solicited by the Chair

V. UNI VERSI TY COUNCI LS

Western Student Association (Chad True):

True reported on the WSA's conti nued i nterest and

i nvol venent in Kal amazoo's zoning ordi nance. True
stressed concern for the inpact that single famly

ordi nances woul d have on the availability of student
housi ng at Western M chigan University. It was also
announced that WSA is trying to arrange for alternative
banki ng providers (cash machi nes) on canpus.

No ot her university councils had net prior to the GSAC
nmeeting.

VI. GSAC SUB- COW TTEES



Webpage Conmittee (Roger Zanny):

Zanny highlighted that the new GSAC webpage has been
created, and he encouraged GSAC nenbers to take a | ook at
it.

VII. OLD BUSI NESS

Consi der abl e di scussi on ensued regardi ng the status of

t he GSAC budget. Specific questions arose with respect
to funding the purchase of ComrlniverCity f oot bal
tickets for the 2000-2001 CommUniverCity. There were

al so concerns rai sed about the distribution of funds
anong existing line itens of the budget. The budget was
tabl ed for further Graduate Financial Allocation

Comm ttee (GFAC) consideration.

The Chair reported that she would be initiating a
revision of the GSAC rules in the near future.

VI, NEW BUSI NESS

The Chair raised i ssues concerning the allocation of
graduat e student assessnment fees to Canpus Activities
Board (CAB). The Chair advised an inquiry into limting
the funds allocated to CAB.

| X.  ADJOURNVMENT
The neeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.



