Graduate Student Advisory Committee
Friday June, 13, 2003
The Connable Board Room, Bernhard Center
Minutes

Representati ves Present: Marcel Brouwers (chair), Jay Cawthorne (PPSE), Greg Waltz (BioSti),
Ralucca Gera (Math), Jessica Baby (CECP), Peter Voice (Geoti), Craig T ollini (Sociology), Jannifer
Snith (Engl), GraceManguba (Satidics), AngelaPraea (Comm), John Burns (CT E)

Guests: Paula Boodt (Grad College), Janice Jaroneski (Sudent Affairs)

Approval of Minutes:
GSAC did not goprovethe minutesfrom May' smegting; they werenot presat a they medting to be
voted upon.

Report from the Chair:

Interfolio

Marcel reported for Dr. Wiene concerning developmentswith the Interfolio veture. The contrad with
Interfoliois prepared and ready to be signed. Interfolio is not charging WMUto co-brand with them. Co-
branding involves a link from the Graduate College’ s websiteto Interfolio. When WMU students send
documents from I nterfolio, the documents will have WMU' slogo aswell as Interfolio’ s on the sent
information.

Therewas $1500.00 earmarked for co-branding with Interfolio, however sncethismoney was not used, it
was suggested that themoney be used to pay the$12.00 registration feefor oneyear for 250 graduate
students.

GSAC, the Graduate College, and Career Serviceswill promatethe Interfolio program.

GSAC' s Centennial Gift

Marcel talked with Landscape Services abou whereto locaethe gift. GSAC representaives made
suggestionstha the gift should be placed between Dalton and Moore Hall, or Kanley Chgpel and
MacCracken Hall.

The proposed language for the GSAC gift plague is as follows:

Inhonor of Wegern Michigan University’s Cantennial Celebration. The Graduate Sudent Advisory
Committeeoffersthis gift (the bench andtrees)to the ettire universty community to use and enjoy.
Have ased. GSAC August 2003

GSAC representatives goproved the language proposed by Marcel forthe gift.

Sadium Drive Apatmets

Marcel toured the gpartments with Bob Beam and Dr. Litynski. T heendeavorto improvethe apartments,
or tear them down and build new ones, wasinitiaed by Dr. Floyd. At thetimeofthisinitiative, therewas
money availabletotakeadion on the goartments, however, thisis no longer the case. Thetour revealed
that Sadium Apartments aethe leag filled of the WMU residence buildings. Moldisthehbiggest
problem in the goartments. Despite all the problemswith the goartments, theteam made a pleasant
discovery. Housed in the gpartment complex isa Hedlth Center area. TheHealth Center offers free
massages, and acupundure for gudents.




Meeting with MikeMooney, New York Times

Marcel and Jessicame with Mr. Mooney and discussed a marketing proposal involving GSAC and WSA.
It would not bepossible for thetwo student government agenciesto provide newspapersto gudentsa
WMU everyday. However, it would be possible for GSAC and WSA to pu links on their websites and
direct gudentsto the gudent rae forthe NY Times. Thisadion would then allow WSA and GSAC to
request fromthe NY Timesprominent writersto spesk & WMU.

Young Alumni Grad School Presatation
Paula organizedtheeveat and Marcel gpoke & it. Forty dudents atended, many of which were MBA
sudents.

Presdent Bailey’s Reception
Marcel atended the reception and chated with the new President. Macel will be sending aleter of
introduction to Dr. Bailey's officerequesting meeting timeswith her.

Graduate Sudent BBQ
The date for the BBQ iss& for August 21, 2003. It will start & around5:00 pm. Theplacefor the BBQ
will be at either thelntermural fields or the Goldsworth Valley Pond and Gazebo area

CommuUnive City
Marcel orderedtickets and is sill working on caering.

GSAC ub-Committees and University Councils

MLK Committee
The Committeeis asking for volunteers for the 2003 Planning Committee.

Web Committee
Marcel isworking on creating a ligserv for graduate gudents.

Public Relations
Jessicaisworking onthenew GSAC brochure. A draft should be available in mid-July

University Assessment Committee
Heidi was not presentto report

General Education Sub-Committee

Craig reported tha the Committee will use a C-Base general education exam on 600 freshmen and 600
seniors. T hetest will measure general educaion skills and knowledge base of thesetwo groups.
Compaisonswill be made between what freshmen’ s skills were when they arived a WMUto when they
graduated. In addition, departments are being encouraged to have an faculty gotitude teg for technology
ills.

Legidative Affairs

Jessica had nathingto report

Universty Councils
Resear ch PolidesCoundl
Jay reportedtha faculty members are being limited to their funds for travel. Healso reportedthat
the sae gave WMU one-year funding for aPfizer Life Sience Building. Jay feelstha this
project will be a no-go because there will only beoneyea of funding and WMU will not be able




to support the projedt afterthefunding disappears. Jay feels tha this funding was a political
movement by the western side of the 4ae.

Thenew chair of the committee, Ralph Tanner, isvey intereded in hearing from graduate
students concerning research issues sudentsmay be having @ the Universty. GSAC
represataivesnotedtha not being ableto access carolsin Waldo library or sgningout gudy
rooms longer than two hours was a hindranceto their research. Copyingfees a the library are
also causng many graduate gudents financial hardships. Sudents also made a suggestion to have
workshops on how to apply for federal research monies.

Technology and Operati ons Council

Ralucca reported tha email regulationson campus have now changed. Work email accounts are
not to be used for personal or outside business activities. WMU cannot guaranteetha email is
privade The Committeewas concarnedtha email was not privaeon thiscampus. It was
mentioned & the meetingtha an employee can pay to havetheir email totally privae & WMU.

Graduate Studies Coundl

Marcel reportedtha the Committeefocused on theissues they would like to tackleforthe up-
coming academic year. One Pecificissue they wish to tackle is graduate student and faculty
diversty.

Dr. Wiene is developing a sudy tha will assess quality indicators of graduate education.
The Committeewill also focus on better defining aresearchtool requirement for graduate
students. They needto gandardize how departmentsrun research.

Campus Planning and Finance Committee

Greg reportedtha university professors arestill consdering implicaionsof shared parking with
sudents a the Parkview campus. Professors are concerned tha they will not have adequate
parking and will be lateto their own classes.

The Univesity budget isill up intheair. The K-12 budget is $200 million short andmay have
an impac on Universty funding for 2003. TheMichigan House of Representa ives has
recommended WMU receiveonly acut of 5.95% instead of the “ across the board cut” of 6.75%.
The Michigan Sende gill hasto review the proposed percattages. At the next meeting their will
be a proposal budget tha addresses. raisng the cog of tuition, budget cutsin academic non-
teaching areas smilar to library funding, and allocaion recommendetions from CPFC on campus.

The Congtruction updat e noted tha the Parkview Engineering campus construction is on
schedule. Thelcon for the Parkview campus will be setup on July 7. College of Health and
Human Servicesison schedule andthe foundations are aimog completed. At the Cooley Canter,
the fourth floor was finished inthe downtown Grand Rapids campus and only took six and ahalf
weeks. Therewill be 12to 18 dudentstaking classes & the cater. In addition to this projed, the
Universty andthe City of Kalamazoo are looking into fuure development on W. Michigan Ave.
between Howard and Dreke.

GFAC

Ralucca, Marcel, and Jay reported on the new language for conference funding. RSO’ swill no longer be
able to apply for funding for conferences. Jay mationedto amendthe ruleswiththe proposed language,
Ralucca second.



Jay suggested tha Marcel drat aldterto al Graduate Sudent RSO’ s suggesting what eventsand
activities graduat e gudentsorganizaions are able request money for.

Old and Continuing Business

Graduate Sudent Handbook
Marcel prepared a draft of thehandbook. The cover will be the same as the cover forthe new brochure.

New Business

Budget Cuts and Graduate Sudents: Qufficient faculty? Sufficient voices

Marcel brought up theramificationsof budget cutson graduate sudents. He suggested tha RSO’'s
demand to haveareresataivepresat a all faculty megings.

Faculty are required to dedicate 60%to teaching and40%research. There seemsto be a ladkluster of
education. Dr. Wiener isading on graduate sudent concerns and is preparedto take financial concerns all
the way.

Homeooming Float
Ideas are needed. Thethame: Continuingthe L egacy.

General Announcements and Briefs

Office Assigant
Marcel natedthat GSA C budgeted money for an Office Assstant, and a gudent may be very helpful to
him.

Next GFAC meeting — July 10
Next GSAC meeting— July 11



