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It is recommended that the current policy on Accelerated Degree Programs be amended to clarify
several issues. The Graduate and Undergraduate Studies Councils propose the following
changes:

ACCELERATED DEGREE PROGRAM

The Accelerated Degree Program (ADP) allows students to begin accumulating credits towards
completion of a master's degree while still enrolled as undergraduates. Undergraduate students
admitted to an ADP, with senior standing, could take 5000 and 6000 level courses for graduate
credit. Up to 12 hours of designated 5000 and/or 6000 level courses could be used in both the

Bachelor's degree and the Master's degree. All departmental programs must be approved in
advance through the regular curricular process, i.e., departmental curriculum committee, college
curriculum committee, dean, Undergraduate Studies Council, and Graduate Studies Council.

Admission Procedure

Participation in the ADP by any department is optional. Each department will develop admission
criteria based on the following guidelines:

1. Minimal criteria for admission will include: an undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 based
on at least 30 hours earned at Western Michigan University, and additional criteria as
determined by the department.

2. The student must apply through the Office of Admissions and Orientation-Graduate
Admissions and must also apply for admission to the graduate degree granting
department. After admission into the ADP, the student's record will indicate the ADP
status.

3. International students must clarify their visa status with the Office of International
Student and Scholar Services before submitting an application for ADP.

Academic Advisin2. Records. and Pro2ram Requirements

Departments that want to participate in the ADP will develop a clear admissions and advising
process for the ADP. The department will send the student and the registrar a letter stating which
graduatecoursesmaybe countedinboth degrees.A copyof this letterwillbe placedwiththe
student's undergraduate records, and the change will be incorporated into the student's
undergraduate and master's program as outlined below. The graduate courses cannot substitute
for required courses within the undergraduate degree, but current 5000 level courses required in
thebachelor'sdegreemaybe doublecounted.In addition,the coursesused for theADP maybe
usedas electiveswithinthe undergraduatedegreeor to completethe required122hours.
Administration of the program will include the following:

1. Students with senior standing who have been accepted into an ADP could take 6000 level
coursesfor graduatecreditwhileundergraduates.Thisregistrationwouldbedoneby the
Registrar'sOffice, withpermissionof the departmentandthe student.Thiswouldoccur
in the same way that we dually enroll students as undergraduates and graduates under
current policy.
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2. Students would pay undergraduate tuition for these 6000 level courses as long as they are
undergraduates. The 6000 level courses would be included in the flat rate for tuition
purposes.

3. Students would be considered undergraduates for financial aid purposes until they receive
the baccalaureate degree.

4. The 6000 level courses, taken while the student is still an undergraduate, will appear on
the student's graduate transcript. The grades earned in these courses will be reflected in
the graduate GPA.

5. At the time when a student completes his/her bachelor's degree, the Registrar's Office
staff will manually add the hours earned in the 6000 level courses to the student's
undergraduate transcript. The undergraduate GPA will also be adjusted to include the
grades earned in these courses.

6. The department will need to clearly identify for the Registrar's Office on the original
proposal which 5000 and 6000 level courses are available to be double counted.
Individual students will have specific courses identified to be double counted when they
are admitted into the ADP.

7. The 5000 and 6000 level courses which are double counted will be identified as such on

the graduate transcript.

8. The transcript key, which is on the back of the transcript paper, will explain the double
counting.

9. Both undergraduate and graduate transcripts will show that the student has completed an
accelerated degree program.

10. If a student completes his/her bachelor's degree and then stops attending the ADP, the
graduate transcript will show the graduate wefk completed.

C.O\i\"~e.s ~
11. It is expected that the baccalaureate degree will be awarded within one calendar year after

initial enrollment in the ADP or as determined by the department.

12. In order to progress automatically into the graduate program, a student must achieve a
grade of "B" or above in each of the graduate courses being counted for the
undergraduate degree. Students who do not meet this criterion will have the earned grade
applied to their undergraduate program only, and must apply for readmission into the
graduate program. Students who complete the undergraduate degree including a "B" or
above in the specified graduate courses will be admitted as graduate students (with the
relevant graduate credit) in the next semester or session after receiving the bachelor's
degree.
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