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Meet Steve East, B.S., 1990 Construction 

Science and Management, President of CSM 

Group, and recipient of the 2006 WMU Col-

lege of Engineering and Applied Sciences 

Alumni Excellence Academy Award.  Steve is 

married to Tara East also a WMU alum (B.S. 

in Agricultural Science) and has two children, 

Andrea and Adam. 
 

Greetings,  As a proud Bronco alumnus I must 

tell you I was very pleased to receive an invitation from Dr. Aktan to 

participate in the CCE newsletter.  Western has been a big part of 

my life and I want to share some of that with you.  
  

First, and most importantly, I met my wife at WMU and without her 

this journey would not have been nearly as successful or fun.  Thank 

you Tara. 
  

You might have been surprised when you read my bio and saw that 

I graduated from WMU in 1990.  As you compare that to my picture 

and start doing the math, let me tell you of my unique WMU experi-

ence.   
  

It all started in the fall of 1972, when I became the first in my family 

to attend college.  Knowing little about the higher education com-

munity other than it cost more money than I had, I stumbled around 

a bit in search of my passion.  Always being good with numbers, my 

first inclination was accounting, but ultimately I could not see my-

self as a career accountant.  This of course took a couple years to 

evaluate and other adventures were afforded my attention. The first 

of which was the aforementioned meeting of my future wife in the 

mid 70's.   
  

Having to pay my way through college meant keeping a job and, at 

this point, I was going to college part time while working full time 

in construction.  Not really knowing where to go with my college 

career, we did the really sensible thing and got married in 1977.  We 

were now committed to a house and the pursuit of her degree so my 

focus turned back towards my job in construction which began to 

turn into a career.   
  

By the late 70's, I had been promoted from laborer to truck driver to 

yard manager to safety supervisor.  It was during this  

time that I also stumbled on the Construction Supervision and Man-

agement (CSM!) major at WMU.  As you can imagine,  

completing the equivalent of 2+ years of course work going nights 

and weekends can take a long time. Can you say "non-traditional" 

student?  As irony would have it though, I had purchased and was 

President of CSM Group 7 months prior to the receipt of my bache-

lor's degree. 
 

My fondest memories of that time were all of the different people I 

got to meet and learn from.  Pete Strazdas (instructor) in particular 

was a great mentor and friend during those years. He fully under-

stood the challenges I was facing trying to balance career, family 

and school and was helpful in a huge way.   Sharon Van Dyken, the 

Administrative Assistant for the department, was also a great help to 

me. During my extended stay, I            (see Best 18 years on page 4) 

The Best 18 years of My life! 
Steve Von Hofe, class of ô83, was recently named president of 

the Houston division of international homebuilder The TW 

Group. The company builds homes from the low $100,000s to 

the millions, both within its own master-planned communities 

and in others. In Houston, it should produce more than 800 

homes next year. Von Hofe runs both the land and homebuild-

ing sides of the business.   
 

Von Hofeôs successful career began when he earned a B.S. in 

Construction Sciences from Western Michigan University. Af-

ter graduating, he got a job in Texas working for national 

homebuilder Monarch Homes. From there, he gained a position 

with a startup homebuilder, Newmark Homes, which has since 

gone public. At Newmark is where his career grew, he says.   
 

He worked for the Houston-based national homebuilder for 

more than 20 years, holding management positions in construc-

tion, land acquisition, sales and marketing. He served the com-

pany as president of the Houston division for six years.  
 

In 2004, Von Hofe had an opportunity to 

become president of Morrison Homes. 

Under his leadership, the Houston home-

builder doubled in size within two years. 

Morrison Homes is a subsidiary of British

-based George Wimpey PLC that merged 

in July with Taylor Woodrow to form The 

TW Group, the largest home building 

company based in the United Kingdom.   
 

Originally from Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

Von Hofe is an entrenched Texan now. Yet he holds fond 

memories of his years at WMU. He says it was ña big school 

with a small college feel.ò The students knew all of the profes-

sorsô names, and the professors knew theirs.  
 

He worked odd jobs while in school, but his favorite was bus-

ing tables for the Alpha Chi Omega sorority. Other great school 

memories are of the annual Soap Box Derby, the Kite Flight 

and the Halloween celebrations. The only class Von Hofe strug-

gled in was Spanish. This seems ironic to him, as he often 

speaks Spanish, or the Tex-Mex version of it, now.   
 

His last two years at WMU, he lived with a group of guys on 

Douglas Street. There he made lifelong friends whom he still 

sees every year. 

 

Von Hofe is grateful for the doors his WMU degree opened for 

him. He says his major in construction supervision and  

management was the key to his success because it was geared  

toward residential homebuilding.  ñIt was a really good pro-
gram. We even built homes during two of the years I was 

there,ò he said.  ñI knew that one of the keys to being success-

ful was having a college degree and that kept me motivated,ò 

Von Hofe said. ñI think a degree adds credence to oneôs abili-

ties.ò 
  (see Key to Success on page 3) 
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B.S. Construction  

Engineering 
 

Phillip R. Boothby 

John A. Kakocski 

Ryan R. Merchant 

Mark B. Schlager 
 

M.S. Construction  

Management 
 

Bahre Karam 

B.S. Civil Engineering 
 

Joseph J. Barbera  

Cameron J. Dulin  

Nathan D. Fettes  

Michael F. George  

Joshua T. Host 

Craig D. Kursinski 

Matthew T. Neiman 

Brian M. Travis 

Ben R. Vanderwal 

Ryan A.Vliek 

Dustin Wood 
 

M.S. Civil Engineering 
 

Alaa Abunima 

Byung H. Han 

Faculty Spotlight:  Dr. Sherif Yehia 
Dr. Sherif Yehia is an associate profes-

sor in the civil and construction engi-

neering (CCE) department.   He earned 

his Ph.D. in Structural Engineering / 

Construction Materials at the Univer-

sity of Nebraska, Lincoln and his BS 

and MS at Ain Shams University in 

Cairo, Egypt.  He is married and has 

three children, ages 11, 7, and 5.  
  

When asked why he wanted to become 

and engineer, Yehia stated, ñI wanted 

to have a job which had a positive im-

pact in peopleôs life. I found that engineering impacts our life 

from the first moment we wake up till we go to sleep.ò Since 

coming to WMU in 2003 he has won many University awards 

including the:  2007 Outstanding Service to Students in the 

College of Engineering and Applied Science; 2006 Outstanding 

New Researcher Award from the College of Engineering and 

Applied Science; 2005 WMU Presidentôs Innovation Fund; and 

the 2005 Research and Development Award. 
 

Dr. Yehiaôs area of research deals with bridge design/

management and construction materials.   According to Yehia, 

he chose this area of research because, ñI am usually interested 

in understanding a structureôs behavior and how this behavior 

is affected by the materialôs characteristics.ò  He also holds 

several patents including one for a conductive concrete mix.  

ñThe purpose of the concrete mix is to prevent icing of the road 

by conducting electricity and generating heat due to its resis-

tance,ò he said.  One of his research projects involves using a 

modified conductive concrete mix that was developed at WMU 

in a Calhoun County bridge that will be completed by 2007 or 

2008. He plans to monitor and evaluate ñeverythingò related to 

the bridge: the power consumption, heating performance, de-

icing /anti-icing operation, and other factors related to concrete 

durability.  
 

Another project uses sensor technology to do health-monitoring 

on another Calhoun County bridge. ñWeôre evaluating a new 

rapid bridge construction technique and checking the bridge for 

durability to see how the bridge behaves under traffic loads,ò 

he said. Some of Yehiaôs other projects are supported by the 

Michigan Department Of Transportation and involve evaluat-

ing the Parkview bridge that crosses US 131.  
 

He also teaches courses related to concrete and steel design and 

serves as the advisor for the WMU chapter of the American 

Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE-Student Chapter).   Dr. Ye-

hia enjoys working closely with students and helping them 

succeed. 
 

In addition to his university teaching and research duties Dr. 

Yehia also uses his knowledge in area outreach programs for  

middle and high school students.  This summer, along with  

other faculty from the college, he organized and supervised a 

program for a group of Kalamazoo area middle school children 

studying engineering careers.  The students were taught basic 

bridge design principles and used computer simulation soft-

ware to test various bridge designs in terms of stability and 

cost. They also explored cement components and studied the 

simulated results of mixing various combinations and the ef-

fects of those mixtures on bridge strength and cost. ñThey had 

to evaluate several scenarios to come up with a safe bridge 

design at a reasonable cost,ò he said. ñThey played with the 

different designs 

and made 

changes and ad-

justments after 

each test until 

they achieved a 

successful result.  

This program is 

designed to give 

the students a 

complete hands-

on experience in 

bridge design.ò  

In addition he 

was also part of a 

team who as-

sisted 2 local 

high school stu-

dents with a pro-

ject which evaluated an optical sensor to monitor the structural 

health of bridge applications.  The project was presented at the 

Southwest Regional Science and Engineering Fair hosted by 

the College of Engineering. 

Congratulations  CCE  
Class of 2007 

Watching their bridge design simulation 
are KCMS students (seated l -r) Brendan 
Pomeroy, Reid Petro and Luke Sly and 
WMU students (l -r) Josh Host, Ammar 

Zalt and Joe Barbera.  
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Last March, about 40 civil and construction engineers gathered 

at WMUôs Parkview Campus to examine problems and innova-

tions in bridges. The ñBridge Design, Management, Assess-

ment, and Rehabilitation Techniques Workshopò was organized 

by Dr. Sherif Yehia, associate professor in the Department. of 

Civil and Construction Engineering (CCE); Dr. Osama Abu-

dayyeh, associate dean 

for the College of Engi-

neering and Applied Sci-

ences; and Dennis 

Randolph, American 

Public Works Association 

(APWA) president and 

Calhoun Co. Road Com-

mission managing direc-

tor. ñWe had the bridge 

experts here,ò Yehia said. 

ñThe main objective of 

the workshop was to provide the engineers in our region with 

the state of the art knowledge related to bridge design, con-

struction, assessment and rehabilitation.ò 

This was the first of several bridge related conferences  

planned. ñThe theme this year was Rapid Bridge Construction 

and Non Destructive Evaluation Methods,ò Yehia said. ñThe 

organizing committee plans to offer the workshop every year 

with a different emphasis each year.ò 
 

Four speakers shared bridge ideas: Dr. Maher K. Tadros , a 

University of Nebraska Charles Vranek distinguished professor 

who has won numerous awards for and holds eight patents re-

lated to bridge design; Shoukry Elnahal, a structures team 

leader from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) who 

has more than 30 years experience in structural engineering; 

Hala Elgaaly, a FHWA federal lands bridge engineer with 23 

years of structural engineering experience; and Chris Ligozio, 

a senior structural engineer at Construction Technology Labo-

ratories, Inc. whoôs responsible for evaluation, inspection, and 

testing of bridges and their components. 
 

Plans are under way for a new Bridge Workshop in March 

2008.  For more information, please contact  Dr. Sherif Yehia 

via phone: (269) 276-3218 or email:  sherif.yehia@wmich.edu. 

Bridge Design, Management,  
Assessment, and Rehabilitation 

Techniques Workshop 

Organizers of the conference,  
left to right:  Yehia, Randolph and 
Abudayyeh.  

Key to Success  (continued from page 1) 
 

Despite homebuilder woes making national news lately, Von 

Hofe says that the new home market in Houston is strong.  

Following Houstonôs near record-setting job growth of almost 

100,000 jobs, the local economy generated 81,100 jobs during 

the 12 months ending May 2007, a 3.3 percent increase. 

Spurred once again by strong energy prices, Houston employ-

ment continues to grow at a faster pace than the rest of the 

nation. Consequently, the Greater Houston Partnership is fore-

casting job growth of 60,000 to 70,000 in 2007. 
 

Houston leads the nation in housing starts and has not been as 

affected by the sub-prime lending debacle as markets on the 

East and West coasts. The lending issue should correct itself, 

and the market is expected to bounce back within a year. Col-

lege graduates will continue to find opportunities and healthy 

salaries in the industry.ò 
 

Von Hofe gives back to his community by sharing his talents. 

He has been on the board of the Fort Bend Womenôs Center 

and the local chapter of the American Association for Re-

tarded Citizens. He is an associate board member of Home 

Aid, an organization that helps other organizations build 

homes for the homeless by raising funds and supervising con-

struction.  

John Bayha, a graduate student in the department, received 

the 2006/07 Teaching Effectiveness Award. 
 

Ammar Zalt also a graduate student in the department, re-

ceived the 2006/07 Graduate Research and Creative Scholar 

Award, and along with his advisor, Professor Sherif Yehia, 

received the 2007 Research Day Award. The title of the poster 

was ñHealth Monitoring of Transportation Infrastructure Util-

izing Sensor Technologyò. 
 

The WMU Student Chapter of the American Society of 

Civil Engineers attended the 2007 ASCE North-central re-

gional conference in  in Houghton, MI. The chapter partici-

pated in the concrete canoe, concrete hockey puck, and techni-

cal ethical paper competitions of the conference. WMU placed 

first in the concrete hockey puck competition and showed 

great improvement in the concrete canoe contest.  

CCE Student News 

WMU Student Chapter of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers 2007  

Concrete Canoe Team  
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Best 18 years (continued from page 1) 

also had the opportunity to observe many of my younger classmates 

in action and was able to hire Curt Petersen and Todd McDonald, 

who are now both completing 20 years with CSM and are VP's and 

partners in the firm.  We also started a pipeline for WMU talent that 

now numbers almost 40 Broncos on board the CSM bus! 

I have had the great fortune of working with many talented 

people throughout my years as President of CSM. As a testament to 

their talent, these people helped CSM achieve record high volume of 

$115 million last year.  Today CSM has over 80 employees working 

on many different projects from classroom renovations at WMUôs 

Kohrman Hall to  Esphera 3,  medical facilities, in Reno, Nevada. 

Currently, CSM has 39 ongoing projects valued from $100,000 to  

over $50 million and we are all looking forward to another record 

breaking year.  Additionally, in 2006, CSM donated over $120,000 

to local charities and CSM Teammates donated over 4,000 volunteer 

hours to local causes.  
  

I hope I have provided you with some smiles and some inspiration 

to never, never, never give up in the pursuit of your goals.  You now 

also know the meaning behind the title of my future 

book...."College, The Best 18 Years of My Life."  Swing Hard, Take 

Chances, and Go Broncos!! 
  

Associations:   Member of the Board of Directors for the: Bronson 

Health Foundation, Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, Southwest Rehab 

Hospital, Humanex, Directors Downtown Tomorrow Inc., Western 

Michigan University Foundation.  Member of the Southwest Michi-

gan Comm-Pac Steering Committee.  Past President: Associated 

Builders and Contractors-West Michigan Chapter; Lakeside for 

Children; Park Club; and Gull Lake Country Club.  Former Com-

missioner Michigan State Construction Code Commission.  Former 

Member Board of Directors MRC Industries 
  

Industry Awards :  ABC Award of Excellence Winner (15 times), 

AIA Project of the Year (2 times), WCA Project of the Year 1999, 

101 Best and Brightest (2006 & 2007), Industry Innovation Finalist 

(2006 & 2007, Women in Construction Project of the Year Award (2 

times), 2006 Southwest Michigan Philanthropic Company of the 

Year. 
  

Personal Awards:  2005 Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year 

Finalist. 

CSM Group Bronco alums  pose in front of the Richmond 
Center for the Performing Arts on the WMU campus.  
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